123 Street

Somewhere, TX 77777

February , 2006

The Honorable John Cornyn
United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Cornyn:
As of the first of February, more than 700 Dallas County senior citizens, who live in poverty, will suffer the loss of 25-pounds of free groceries each month as a result of cuts to the Commodity Supplemental Food Program. 

I understand that the President’s Budget Request for 2007 would completely eliminate this program.  This would mean that the more than 7,000 Dallas County senior citizens, who still receive this important supplement to their dietary needs, would go without. 
Senior citizens are a valuable resource to our community, particularly as mentors to our children and at-risk youth.  It is unfair they have to choose between their medications and meeting their dietary needs.  These proposed cuts would make this situation even more difficult, and many may go hungry.  This would be a great loss, as senior citizens who suffer from hunger are unable to stay healthy, and unable to contribute to our community in their uniquely valuable way.
As my Senator, I would like your commitment that you will not support any budget framework or legislation that calls for cuts in programs that endanger the food security of senior citizens and children who live in poverty.

I would also ask that you share your opposition to any such framework or legislation with Senator Robert Bennett, Chairman of the Agricultural Appropriations Subcommittee, by asking that full funding be restored for this program in the 2007 appropriations bill.   I know this contact must be done by March 31st, the deadline for submission of requests to the Subcommittee.   Please also share your opposition to any cuts to this program with the Senate Leadership, and the Senate Budget Committee Leadership. 
I would appreciate a written response to this request, as well as copies of any letters you send to your colleagues in response to this request.
Sincerely,
Your Constituent
